DISCIPLE-DIVIDING

What types of situations divide Christians?
(ie. Beliefs, gossip….)

What was your favorite TV show in elementary school?
Would you still watch it today?
Are you as mature today as you thought you’d be at this
point in life?
Read Ephesians 4:14-16 together:
Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and
blown about by every wind of new teaching. We will not be influenced when
people try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we
will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ,
who is the head of his body, the church. He makes the whole body fit together
perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow,
so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.
Throw out some guesses of what you think is going on in
this church that would cause Paul to write to this to
them.
Have you been hurt recently by someone who was not
acting as mature as they should be?
Here’s one of the main passages from Sunday John 17:20
I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever
believe in me through their message. I pray that they will all be one, just as
you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be
in us so that the world will believe you sent me.
If this is one of Jesus’ last prayers why do you think unity
for us would be so important?

What are some ways that you know of to help overcome
some of these problems or divisive issues?
Here’s two thoughts from two pieces of scripture:
From Paul:
Colossians 3:13
Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who oﬀends you.
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.

Then this from Jesus comes right in-between the
telling of the Shepherd who left 99 sheep to find the 1
and the story of a wicked debtor who had his debt
forgiven but refused to forgive a lesser debt
Matt 18:15-17
If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the oﬀense. If the
other person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back. But if you
are unsuccessful, take one or two others with you and go back again, so that
everything you say may be confirmed by two or three witnesses. If the person still
refuses to listen, take your case to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the
church’s decision, treat that person as a pagan or a corrupt tax collector.

Final thoughts?
Prayer

